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άLƴ ǾƛŜǿ ƻŦ 9ƴƎƭŀƴŘΩǎ ŀōȅǎƳŀƭ ŀƴƛƳŀƭ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ǊŜŎƻǊŘ ƛƴ ǊŜŎŜƴǘ 
years, DEFRA in consultation with the industry need to devise and 

ƛƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘ ŀ ŎƻƳǇǊŜƘŜƴǎƛǾŜ ŀƴƛƳŀƭ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎȅέ

Number of Cases by Month and Year of Onset of Clinical Signs         
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άLƴ ǾƛŜǿ ƻŦ 9ƴƎƭŀƴŘΩǎ ŀōȅǎƳŀƭ ŀƴƛƳŀƭ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ǊŜŎƻǊŘ ƛƴ ǊŜŎŜƴǘ 
years, DEFRA in consultation with the industry need to devise and 

ƛƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘ ŀ ŎƻƳǇǊŜƘŜƴǎƛǾŜ ŀƴƛƳŀƭ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎȅέ

Foot and mouth disease
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άLƴ ǾƛŜǿ ƻŦ 9ƴƎƭŀƴŘΩǎ ŀōȅǎƳŀƭ ŀƴƛƳŀƭ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ǊŜŎƻǊŘ ƛƴ ǊŜŎŜƴǘ ȅŜŀǊǎΣ 
DEFRA in consultation with the industry need to devise and implement 

ŀ ŎƻƳǇǊŜƘŜƴǎƛǾŜ ŀƴƛƳŀƭ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎȅέ

Bovine tuberculosis: new herd 

incidents
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Animal health and welfare strategy

ÅWorking in partnership
ÅPromoting the benefits of 

animal health: 
άǇǊŜǾŜƴǘƛƻƴ is better than 
ŎǳǊŜέ

ÅClearer understanding of 
costs and benefits

ÅAccepting roles and 
responsibilities

ÅDelivering and enforcing 
animal health and welfare 
strategies effectively
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Costs and responsibilities

ÅSharing the costs

ÅSharing the 
responsibilities

ÅGovernment

ÅάLƴŘǳǎǘǊȅέ

ïAll of industry

ïConsumers

ïRisk takers

ïBeneficiaries
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Animal 
welfare
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What we know about Livestock Health
What is affecting the health of our livestock?

ÅDEFRA collects 
information about 
notifiablediseases 

ïBut these are low 
prevalence

ïά59Cw!-ŎŜƴǘǊƛŎέ

ÅIndividual enterprises 
collect data on local 
prevalence and incidence

ïSporadic data

ïPerceptions and realities
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The realities: Weekly cattle casualties and fallen stock

2005/6 OTM Fallen Stock and Casualties
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141,242 casualties + 99,385 fallen stock in 2005 - 2006
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Fallen stock ς>24month cattle first 6 months 2006
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Farmer Estimate of

Lameness Prevalence (%)

Actual Lameness

Prevalence  (%)

The estimated and actual prevalence of lameness on 53 

UK dairy farms during the winter housing period 

2000/01

Correlation between 

farmer estimate & 

actual lameness 

prevalence

r = 0.585 (p = 0.00)
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Special risks for South West Livestock

Headage No Holdings

Dairy 464,180 5,060

Beef (suckler cows) 200,110 8,096

Total breeding cattle 664,291 12,530

Total cattle including 

followers and 

replacements 1,717,871 16,246
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Special risks for South West Livestock

Headage No Holdings

Breeding Ewes 1,581,167 10,871

Total sheep 3,256,412 12,929

Total pig breeding 

herd 49,399 1,275

Total number of 

pigs 487,877 2,548
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Special risks for South West Livestock

Headage No Holdings

Total laying flock 6,636,296 7,522

Breeding fowl 923,949 3,251

Table chicken 11,704,348 330

Total fowls 19,264,593 8,373
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Special risks for South West Livestock

ÅAnimal populations and 
densities

ÅAnimal husbandry ς
variety of systems 
including extensive and 
intensive

ÅAnimal movements

ÅEconomic importance and 
impacts

ÅResources devoted to TB 
control
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Disease risks: keeping our livestock 
healthy

ÅBiosecurity

ïThe risks of disease 
entering a population

ïMany are already here

ïChallenging in high 
dense populations

ïResource intensive

ïRisk management 
possible and practical
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Disease risks: keeping our livestock 
healthy

ÅBiosecurity

ïThe risks of disease 
entering a population

ïMany are already here

ïChallenging in high 
dense populations

ïResource intensive

ïRisk management 
possible and practical

ÅBiocontainment

ïThe management of 
risks of disease 
spreading within a 
population

ïLots more options

ïAchievable in any 
situation

ïExpensive in the longer 
term

R. J. Sibley BVSc HonFRCVS



Some issues to consider 

Goethe

άYƴƻǿƛƴƎ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ςǿŜ Ƴǳǎǘ ŀǇǇƭȅέ

ά²ƛƭƭƛƴƎ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ςǿŜ Ƴǳǎǘ Řƻέ

Any plan or project must be achievable and deliver 
benefits
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Defining the beneficiaries

ÅCreating the win ςwin ς
win

ïFarmers and livestock 
keepers

ïLivestock

ïSouth West Livestock 
Industry

ïSouth West economy

ïDelivery agencies
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Sustainable benefits for the long term

ÅMeasure

ÅManage

ÅMonitor

ÅLinking with other initiatives 
eg. Pig Projects and NADIS

ÅNational programmes with 
regional flavours

ÅLooking for the bigger 
pictures
ïRCS

ïOver the horizon
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Competition ςv - Collaboration

ÅMatching needs

ÅEnsuring benefits get to the beneficiaries

ÅInvesting in health

ÅInvestment must bring the benefits

ÅMeasuring benefit
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Challenges for SWHLI

Å To find out what is affecting 
our livestock
ïWhat we have got
ïWhat impact it is having

Å To find out what threatens our 
livestock
ïWhat we have not got
ïWhat risk is it to us

Å Plan to prevent and control
ïBiosecurity
ïBiocontainment

ÅMake a difference
Å Survive in the long term 

without public finding
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Working together to achieve an 
uplift in the profitability of the South West 

Livestock Industry
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